TECHNICAL
INFO
TITLE: Lost Online
URL:
RUN TIME: 7 – 21 minutes
PLATFORMS: Lost Online runs through a web
browser. No installa8on is required. Google
Chrome is recommended, but not necessary.
This ﬁlm is an individual experience.
Headphones are recommended.
LOG LINE: A young woman makes a claim on
Facebook that she’s trapped underground and
she must rely on her phone and the people
online to save her.
SYNPOSIS: Told through his computer and
mobile screen, Jeremy Carell sees a post from
Aliya Marra on Facebook. She claims to be
trapped in a tunnel and can’t ﬁnd her way out.
Given that she is known to be a joker, Jeremy
doesn’t know whether to believe her. In this
short interac8ve thriller YOU must decide what
Jeremy’s next move is.
CONTACT: Sharifah Mian – Producer/Director
/ (+44)7826106549

WRITER’S
STATEMENT
Most of us now use the internet and social
media everyday, as they tend to make our
lives easier in the long run. Although this
may be so, I feel as though we are constantly
surrounded by a nega8ve portrayal of it. We
are made to feel as though Facebook,
Twi_er etc. hinder our lives and create more
problems than they solve.
I wrote Lost Online to depict how social
media can be used as a posi8ve tool. But it’s
much more complex than this. The
screenplay is wri_en in a way that the
audience are not iden8fying with the person
who is in distress, rather the man who sees
Aliya’s cry for help. So it is up to the
audience to decide how the social sites will
be used and whether they will help Aliya at
all.
The idea of personal responsibility is a
strong theme within this ﬁlm and an
important concept we must all take into
considera8on in our own lives.

- Sharifah Mian

CAST
& CREW
PRAVJOT ATWAL
as Aliya Marra

Pravjot is a ﬁnal year Drama,
Applied Theatre and
Performance student at
University of East London. She
has been ac8ng from a young
age and has been in produc8ons
such as Samantha (2014),
Mother’s Day (2014) and Saﬀron
(2017).

DAVID HEPBURN
as Jeremy Carell

David is a supply teacher at a
Primary school in London, but
his passion lies in ac8ng. His
ac8ng work includes short and
full length feature ﬁlms, TV
adverts, theatre produc8ons
and musicals. He has recently
acted in TV Series The Guest
(2017).

MICKEL PHILLIPS-MEE
as Kidnapper

Mickel is a ﬁnal year Drama,
Applied Theatre and
Performance student at
University of East London.
Seven, Angles of America, and
The River are just some of the
produc8ons he has been in
during 2016. Once he
graduates, he hopes to stay in
London and work in Theatre.

SHARIFAH MIAN

as Writer/Director/
Producer
Sharifah is an aspiring producer
based in Birmingham. She has
produced short ﬁlms such as
Sleepless (2016) and
documentaries like Holy
Matrimony (2014). She has also
wri_en and directed the short
ﬁlm Mother’s Day (2014).

ANITA KAUR

as Ligh8ng/Sound Operator
Anita is an aspiring documentary
director. She has previously
worked as an editor for Desi Blitz,
a Bri8sh Asian Web Magazine. She
is currently direc8ng and
producing her documentary Unity
in the Community, which is
scheduled to be released in May
2017.

EMMANUEL JOHNSON
as Editor

Emmanuel is a Masters student
and has recently graduated with
a Bachelor’s Degree in Media
and Communica8ons from
Coventry University. His last role
as an editor was for a project
called AlienaDon and Aﬀect in
Milan (2016).

MONTA DAMBROVA
as Technical Advisor

Monta is a Journalism and
Media student at Coventry
University. She has been a
member of SourceTV and has
worked for CU@Fresh, a video
produc8on company based in
Coventry. For her ﬁnal project,
she is producing a 30 minute
radio show about the topic of
death.

MATTHEW JOHNSON
as Runner

Ma_ hopes to someday become
a professional camera operator
for TV and ﬁlm. He was
previously part of was Bomark
Studios, a video and
photography company based in
Stoke-On-Trent. He is currently
ﬁlming Between the Lines, a
short ﬁlm due to be released in
May 2017.

DIRECTOR
Q&A
1. How did you get into ﬁlmmaking?

I got into ﬁlmmaking when I was 14 years
old and had to make the opening 8tles to a
sitcom in my Media Studies class. Since then
I’ve taken a very tradi8onal and academic
route into the industry, as I studied Film and
Media in both college and university. I’ve
always had an interest in interac8vity; the
majority of the presenta8ons and pitches
I’ve done in the past have had a game
element to them. So it was really cool to
include an interac8ve side to Lost Online.

2. Can you talk about the visual style of
Lost Online?

I was inspired by the short ﬁlm Noah (2013)
to ﬁlm everything through the screen of a
MacBook and mobile phone. It was
something I hadn’t seen before and I found
it really intriguing. Considering Lost Online is
about the Internet and social media, it made
sense to ﬁlm the produc8on in this way.

3. Why did you choose to make the ﬁlm
interacVve?

Ini8ally Lost Online wasn’t going to be
interac8ve at all and it was going to be a linear
story. The premise of the ﬁlm was changed
once I started researching the bystander eﬀect
and the idea of personal responsibility. It
made me aware that the Internet and social
media can only be a helpful tool if one makes
the choice to use it in that way. Adding the
interac8ve element to the ﬁlm has allowed
me to show how it is down to each individual
whether social media can be used for good.

4. How did you go about picking your
actors?

I have a habit of always going back to the
same actors for all my produc8ons. I even
wrote the screenplay with Pravjot in mind as
Aliya, for example. I guess it’s easier to work
with people you know and can trust, rather
than bringing in someone new. However I
couldn’t get away with only working with my
friends. I hired David Hepburn because during
my cas8ng call, he was the only person to
send in his applica8on in a personal manner,
rather than just copying and pasted what he
had sent to everyone else. His audi8on tape
also ﬁt the character of Jeremy the best.

PRODUCTION
STILLS

MESSAGE TO PRESS:
These images, plus
more, can be
downloaded.
h_ps://goo.gl/
T0mHMq

